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The Nuclear Posture Review: Implementing the Quiet Revolution
On 17-19 September 2003, a workshop was conducted in Monterey to explore issues raised by the effort to implement the Nuclear Posture Review (NPR). Organized by the Center for
Contemporary Conflict, the workshop attracted about thirty policymakers and scholars who explored the theoretical, historical and practical issued related to the Bush administration's
vision of the American nuclear future, recently articulated in its NPR. Participants from the U.S. Strategic Command, the U.S. State Department, the Defense Threat Reduction Agency,
and Lawrence Livermore and Los Alamos National Laboratories offered their insights into the impediments and problems emerging in the process of implementing the NPR, while
scholars traced the logic of its recommendations to understand its impact on international politics and several important military relationships. Participants explored many issues raised by
the NPR—offense-defense integration, intelligence, command and control, the new Triad, the global-strike complex and strategy, and missile defense—and identified many unanswered
questions that have been raised by the effort to transform the U.S. nuclear forces and doctrine.
The NPR is an effort to restructure the U.S. nuclear deterrent, transforming a Cold-War strategy and force structure into a strategic deterrent better suited to meet today's security
challenges. The NPR thus reflects the key concepts of dissuasion, deterrence, defense, and denial articulated in the Quadrennial Defense Review, which was released in the fall of
2001. The NPR incorporates a new framework for Russian-American strategic relations and a response to the ongoing proliferation of nuclear, chemical, biological weapons and long-
range ballistic missiles. The NPR also unveiled a new strategic triad, consisting of nuclear weapons and non-nuclear precision-strike capabilities, passive and active defenses and a
revitalized nuclear infrastructure. The Review's authors consider nuclear weapons to be only one element of an array of capabilities designed to address threats posed by the
proliferation of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons and long-range ballistic missiles.
The workshop will eventually yield about twenty scholarly papers that will be edited by Professor James J. Wirtz of the National Security Affairs Department and published by Palgrave-
MacMillan in the fall of 2004.
See NPR Workshop Agenda and Participants for further information.
CCC People Research Events Partners Contact Us
